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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES




Jim Davis, Press Secretary
(202) 225-2171
FAX (202) 225-3158
SUBCOMMITTEES SCHEDULE OVERSIGHT HEARING ON
STATUS OF MEAT AND POULTRY INSPECTION IMPROVEMENTS
For immediate release, Tuesday, April 5, 1994
WASHINGTON -- The two House subcommittees with jurisdiction over
Federal meat and poultry inspection activities have scheduled a joint hearing to
review government and private sector progress in improving the safety of meat
and poultry products for consumers during the past year.
The hearing will be held Tuesday, April 19, beginning at 10 a.m., in Room
1300 of the Longworth House Office Building. The hearing is being held by the
House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department Operations and Nutrition, chaired
by Rep. Charles Stenholm (D-TX), and the House Agriculture Subcommittee on
Livestock, chaired by Rep. Harold Volkmer (D-MO).
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced a series of initiatives
over the past year designed to improve its system for ensuring the safety of meat
and poultry. The Subcommittees will review what USDA and industry have
accomplished since the last joint hearing, held just over a year ago, and hear
testimony from various witnesses on what, if any, legislative or regulatory changes
are needed for additional progress.
The Subcommittees have invited experts from USDA, the General
Accounting Office, the meat and poultry industries, the scientific community and
consumer groups to testify. Testimony will focus on how USDA can adopt the so-
called HACCP (Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point) approach to food
safety; on microbiological issues in meat and poultry inspection; and on the
management and legislative needs for an improved safety program.
Questions concerning the hearing should be directed to Stan Ray with the
Department Operations and Nutrition Subcommittee or Tim DeCoster of the
Livestock Subcommittee at 202-225-2171.
#
